
 
 

THE WATER SHORTAGE, ALTHOUGH UNDER CONTROL, REMAINS A CRISIS 
 

 
On 1 March 2016, the water level of the Voëlvlei Dam was at its lowest (22%) since the dam was 
developed in the nineteen fifties. Swartland Municipality, however, believes that with the 
cooperation of all involved and by observing and applying the Level 2 or 20% water restrictions, 
there will be enough water until the end of May 2016. A normal rainy season will ensure 
adequate water supply. Equally important, though, is that water restrictions remain in place, 
even after the start of rainfall, so that dam levels could rise sufficiently. 
 
A ridge in the Voëlvlei Dam makes it difficult to access the remaining 18% of the water in the dam 
as it prohibits the free flow of water to the intake of the water purification works. A trench must 
be excavated trough the ridge or water must be pumped over the ridge in order to effect flow of 
the remaining water to the intake of the purification works. The implementation of these 
measures is phase 1 of the contingency plan. To achieve this arrangements have already been 
made to ensure the availability of the necessary pumps and machinery. 
 
It is not known exactly how much water can still be abstracted from the dam after the 18% level 
has been reached but indications are around another 8%. Difficulties with water quality and 
technical challenges are expected with the last 10% or the so called dead storage.  
 
When using current usage and evaporation as a basis, Swartland has enough water until the end 
of May, that is if everyone saves water optimally. We currently have a situation where many with 
‘deep pockets’ do not mind paying sky-high tariffs. However, what we are experiencing now is a 
water crisis, not a financial crisis.  
 
As far as Phase 2 of the contingency plan is concerned – if the Voëlvlei Dam was to run dry – we 
have already spoken to farmers who have sufficient underground water available for us to 
access some. However, this presents its own challenges in that the water is non-potable and it 
will be difficult to feed this water into the distribution system. To link these sources to the 
distribution system will evidently have major cost implications. As the alternative sources are not 
of drinking water quality, the water will have to be boiled or purified first. 
 
In short: Swartland Municipality is doing everything in its power to ensure that there is sufficient 
water in the Voëlvlei Dam, yet certain consumers do not seem to recognise the extent of the 
crisis. We all need to work together and save water NOW while there is still water available. As 
indicated above, the Municipality has contingency plans in place for managing the crisis. 
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