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In this issue   

This issue of the Swartland municipal newsletter focuses on service delivery while also keeping you informed of all 

municipal activities.  
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Five out of five makes Swartland winner 

Swartland Municipality is proud but also modest about this exceptional achievement. 
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Join us on Facebook  

We are excited about our venture into the digital sphere.  Join us or miss out. 
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Ignorance of the law is no excuse 

Municipal residents must familiarise themselves with the content of the municipal laws, or run the risk of huge fines 

and other penalties. 
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#RainsMustFall 

Our dams are running dry.  Please help save our most precious resource. 

 

Clean Audit:  Happiness is five in a row  

Swartland Municipality is proud to receive a clean audit report from the Auditor-General for the fifth consecutive 

year, which confirms its reputation as being one of the most financial sustainable municipalities in South Africa.  This 

also confirms the hard work of management and staff, as well as high standards being maintained continuously. 

“This achievement is indicative of the municipal council’s support to at all times ‘do the right thing’, as well as the 

oversight role played by the various committees, namely the performance, risk and financial audit committee, the 

Executive Mayor and portfolio committees”, according to Joggie Scholtz, Municipal Manager.  “Leadership and 

team work between die various departments are important elements for reaching this common goal.” 

Swartland Municipality proceeded from a Qualified Report in 2005/06 to Unqualified Reports for 2006/07 to 2009/10 

and receiving Clean Audit Reports for five consecutive years from 2010/11 to 2014/15.  (Refer to the table elsewhere 

for the definitions of the various audit outcomes.) 

The Auditor-General’s Management Report for the financial year 2013/14 contained twelve audit findings with 

recommendations to management on the implementation of action plans in order to improve on controls.  These 

findings had no impact on the audit opinion expressed in the Final Audit Report.  During the next financial year all 

these findings were solved and there were no repeated findings for 2014/15. 

As an illustration of the improvement in audit outcomes, it can be mentioned that the Auditor-General raised fifteen 

audit findings in their Management Report of 2011 which have been reduced to twelve in 2014 and to only three in 

2015. 

Scholtz expressed his gratitude towards the council, management and staff as well as the audit committee for their 

loyal support and faithful service to the municipality.   “To obtain a Clean Audit is not easy, but maintaining it is much 

more challenging”, says he.  “I encourage staff to continue with the quality work performed over the past years and 

to be committed to maintain the high standard of corporate governance.” 



Categories of Audit Outcomes  

CATEGORY WHAT IT MEANS 
OTHER 

DESCRIPTIONS 

1) UNQUALIFIED WITH NO 
FINDINGS  

No material misstatements 

were found in the financial 

statements.  There were no 

material findings on (a) 

reporting on performance 

objectives or (b) non-

compliance with legislation 

A clean 

audit  
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2) UNQUALIFIED WITH 
FINDINGS  

Financially unqualified, 

however, there were findings 

on (a) and/or (b) above 

Financially 

unqualified  

3) QUALIFIED WITH FINDINGS 

The financial statements 

contain material 

misstatements in specific 

amounts, or there is 

insufficient evidence for the 

AG to conclude that specific 

amounts included in the 

financial statements are not 

materially misstatements 
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4) ADVERSE OPINION WITH 
FINDINGS 

There were material 

misstatements that 

substantially affected the 

credibility of the financial 

statements 

 

5) DISCLAIMER OF OPINION 
WITH FINDINGS 

Insufficient evidence was 

provided upon which to 

base an audit opinion 

 

 

Swartland Municipality proved its serious intent to cut red tape by achieving FIRST PLACE in the Red Tape Reduction 

Challenge, whereby local authorities are encouraged to do away with outdated rules and inefficient processes and 

systems which hamper business and economic growth.  Read more inside.  
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Join us on Facebook!   

On Friday, 30 October 2015 Swartland Municipality ventured into the Facebook world.   

Facebook is the largest social media platform in South Africa with 11.8 million active users, and Swartland 

Municipality is now part of this family.  Besides the usual familiar ways of communication, you can now also visit our 

Facebook page to get information on matters that are important to the Swartland area and all its people. 

Facebook gives us the ability to share information quickly and to reach people that could not be reached 

previously through conventional methods. 

We want to encourage you to visit the page.  There are already posts on a number of very relevant and important 

matters.  It is our intention to continuously improve on our posts. 

Swartland Municipality is proud of this milestone and also excited about the digital journey that lies ahead.  We trust 

that you will join us on this journey. Please like our Facebook page and make sure that you don't miss out on 

anything.  The link to our page is www.facebook.com/SwartlandMunicipality/ 

First prize for the quick approval of building plans 

At a prize-giving function held early in November Swartland was awarded first prize in the so-called Red Tape 

Reduction Challenge. 

The Red Tape Reduction Challenge forms part of the Red Tape to Red Carpet Programme of the Western Cape 

Department of Economic Affairs and Tourism.  It forms part of the Western Cape Provincial Government’s 

undertaking to decrease unnecessary regulations and ineffective processes and systems that hampers economic 

growth and job creation. 

The prize was awarded to the Municipality for the continuous quick consideration and approval of building plans, 

which currently takes less than 10 days on average. 

On the photo below, along with the Municipal Manager and their director, is the team of the Development Services 

directorate who made this award possible. 

At the back, f.l.t.r. is Joggie Scholtz (Municipal Manager), Alwyn Zaayman (Senior Manager Build Environment), 

Marouise Mayer, Johan Steenkamp (Director Development Services), Zelrhese Adonis, Bertus Keulder, Hilda de Kock 

and Michael Jacobs (Building Control officer).  In front, f.l.t.r. is Clayton Jacobs, Herman Olivier, Alwyn Burger and 

Darryl Karriem. 

 

Yzerfontein landfill site to close down  

Yzerfontein residents are to note that their refuse landfill site will officially close on 9 January 2016. 

As from 11 January 2016 all builders’ rubble and bulky garden refuse will have to be taken to the Darling landfill site 

by Yzerfontein residents.  The refuse transfer station at the landfill site will however remain open for household refuse 

and small amounts of garden refuse, e.g. lawn cuttings, leaves and thin branches. 

For more information, please contact Freddie Bruwer. 

 

SAY your SAY!    

The Swartland municipal council recently approved a draft Events by-law as well as an Informal Trading by-law. 

The Events by-law aims at regulating public gatherings in the municipal area, categorises events according to size 

and determines criteria and conditions to be adhered to in order to ensure that all legislation is complied with, and 

to further protect the health, safety and welfare of the public. 

The Informal Trading by-law is to replace the existing by-law, and aims at ensuring that informal trading takes place 

in an orderly manner and that informal trading areas are in a clean and sanitary condition.  It furthermore restricts 

informal trading near certain areas, e.g. residential premises, certain business premises, places of worship and next 

to public buildings. 

Interested parties, especially events organisers in respect of the Events by-law, are invited to submit their written 

comments on the proposed by-laws to the Municipality by no later than 12 February 2016.  The draft by-laws are 

available on the Municipality’s website.  Enquiries may be directed to Madelaine Terblanche or Nicolette Brand. 



THIRD PRIZE won in Greenest Municipality Competition  

At the Greenest Municipality Competition Awards Ceremony held recently Swartland Municipality won third place.  

Besides a trophy and a certificate the Municipality also received prize money to the amount of R50 000. 

Hessequa Municipality was the winner at 79.8% with Mosselbaai Municipality second at 77.6% and Swartland 

Municipality third at 64.5%. 

A total number of 16 local and 4 district municipalities participated in the 2015 competition. 

The Greenest Municipality Competition requires municipalities to become actively involved in advancing the 

objectives of the Green Economy which encompass the need to facilitate the introduction of initiatives such as solar 

energy, greening programmes and introduce programmes which reduce greenhouse emissions. The overall 

guideline is aimed at encouraging sustainable developments while providing work opportunities.  The spotlight also 

falls on improved integrated sustainable development strategies in municipalities and serves to improve service 

delivery by municipalities to communities. 
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New municipal legislation 

The municipal council recently promulgated a number of by-laws to regulate certain of its constitutional functions.  

Below is a concise summary of the by-laws recently promulgated: 

By-law Purpose and objectives Other description 

Air Quality 

• To establish control of air pollution within 

the municipality’s area of jurisdiction; 

• To ensure that air pollution is avoided, or 

where it cannot be altogether avoided, 

is minimized and remedied. 

This by-law also regulates different types of 

emissions, e.g. smoke emissions from premises 

other than dwellings, emissions caused by 

open burning, emissions that cause a nuisance, 

offensive odours, dust nuisance, fume nuisance 

and pesticide and herbicide spraying 

emissions. 

Enquiries:  Kobus Marais 

Transfer of 

Municipal Capital 

Assets 

 

• To give effect to the municipality’s 

Municipal Asset Transfer Policy 

• To provide a legislative framework for 

the management and administration of 

the municipality’s capital assets; 

• To determine the various categories of 

capital assets in order to regulate its use, 

disposal and acquisition; and 

• To lay down procedures in respect of 

the various categories of transactions 

‘Capital asset’ means (a) any immovable asset 

such as land, property or buildings; or (b) any 

movable asset that can be used continuously 

or repeatedly for more than one year in the 

production or supply of goods or services, for 

rental to others or for administrative purposes, 

and from which future economic or social 

benefit can be derived, such as plant, 

machinery and equipment. 

Enquiries:  Madelaine Terblanche  

Control of 

Undertakings that 

sell Liquor to the 

Public 

• To provide (inter alia) for days and hours 

of trade in liquor by licensed 

undertakings in the municipal area that 

sell liquor to the public, and to provide 

for matters related thereto 

Enquiries:  Madelaine Terblanche 

Submission of 

Building Plans 

• To ensure uniformity with regard to the 

submission, consideration and approval 

of applications for the erection of 

buildings in the jurisdictional area of the 

municipality 

This by-law provides that all persons, including 

organs of state, are to submit building plans 

prior to any building being undertaken. 

Enquiries:  Michael Jacobs  

Outdoor 

Advertising and 

Signage 

• To regulate outdoor advertising in a 

manner that is sensitive to the 

environment quality of different areas; 

specifically to regulate the use of land 

and buildings for outdoor advertising 

and signage; 

• To incorporate the guidelines and 

signage types laid down in the S A 

Manual for Outdoor Advertising Control, 

i.e. to prescribe specific standards 

This by-law seeks to strike a balance between 

outdoor advertising opportunities and 

economic development on the one hand, and 

the conservation of visual-, tourist-, 

environmental- and heritage characteristics as 

well as pedestrian- and traffic safety on the 

other hand. 

Enquiries:  Alwyn Zaayman 

Pounds  

• To provide for the establishment, 

maintenance and control of any facility 

established for the impoundment of 

animals 

This by-law provides for, inter alia, the way in 

which and by whom animals may be 

impounded, and are to be dealt with after 

impoundment. 

Enquiries:  Philip Humphreys  

Rules for the 

Conduct of 

Meetings 

• To regulate meetings of the municipal 

council and its committees, as well as 

the conduct of councillors and 

members of the public during meetings 

Enquiries:  Nicolette Brand 

Public Nuisances 

• To promote a safe and healthy 

environment for all people in the 

Swartland by fostering an environment 

in which the public in general may enjoy 

peaceful and harmonious living 

conditions 

This by-law regulates specific actions or 

conduct on any premises that endangers the 

safety of a person or property or which are 

untidy, annoying, troublesome, offensive or 

disturbing to the peace of other people.  It 

regulates, specifically, public nuisances 

caused by the keeping of animals. 

Enquiry:  Neville Matthys  

Collections 

• To provide rules and guidelines to 

prevent persons or organisations 

undertaking collections to create a 

nuisance to any person, and to manage 

and co-ordinate  collections to protect 

the general public against exploitation 

This by-law replaced the formed by-law 

regarding door to door collections. 

 

Enquiries:  Nicolette Brand 



Land Use Planning 

• To give effect to national and provincial 

legislation regarding land use 

management within the municipal area 

of jurisdiction; 

• To regulate spatial planning, 

development management, 

application procedures and to provide 

criteria for decision-making, municipal 

planning decision-making structures, 

etc. 

The recent law reform within the spatial 

planning and land use management sector, 

with the national implementation of SPLUMA 

(Spatial Planning and Land Use Management 

Act) and the staggered implementation of 

LUPA (Land Use Planning Act) in Western Cape 

Municipalities signals the start of a completely 

new era in terms of spatial planning and land 

use management decision-making. 

Enquiries:  Alwyn Zaayman  

All of the above by-laws (excluding the Land Use Planning by-law) were published in both English and Afrikaans.  

Copies can be requested via the e-mail link provided on the municipality’s website. 
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Swartland Municipality calls on residents to seriously save water.  Although the Department of Water and 

Sanitation has not yet announced  water restrictions  for the Western Cape water supply system, it is of the utmost 
importance that residents already start saving water now. 

The level of the six dams of the system is the lowest in 8 years.  Swartland's main source of water, the Voëlvlei Dam, is 

currently (25 November 2015) on only 40.5% as against 97% in 2014. 

Below are a few suggestions on how to save water.  

In and around the house   

• Taking a five-minute shower a day, instead of a bath, will use a third of the water used bathing in a bath tub, 

saving up to 400 litres a week. 

• Use low-flow showerheads, dual-flush toilet mechanisms and water-efficient washing machines. 

• Kettles should not be filled to the brim but with just enough water for your needs.  This will reduce your 

electricity bill too. 

• Don’t over-fill containers like cooking pots, as this may result in using more energy to heat the water. 

• Avoid washing vegetables under running water. 

• Don’t wash or rinse dirty dishes under running water.  

• Fix a leaking toilet otherwise it can waste up to 100 000 litres of water in one year.  

• Reducing the toilet flush volume alone can save 20% of total water consumption. This can be done by putting 

a 2-litre cold drink bottle, filled with water and a little sand to add weight, into the cistern 

• Avoid flushing the toilet unnecessarily.  Dispose of tissues and other waste in the trash rather than the toilet.  

Every time you flush the toilet, 13 litres of water is used.  

• Use ‘grey water’ – used water from baths, washing machines and other safe sources – to flush your toilet. 

• Do not over-fill or excessively backwash your swimming pool.   

• Use a bucket rather than a hosepipe to wash your car.  If you have to use a hose, use a sprayer that can be 

turned off in-between spraying the car.  Using a garden hose could use as much as 30 litres of water per 

minute. 

• Turn the tap off between washing your face, brushing your teeth or shaving. 

In the garden  

• Always water your plants during the early morning hours or in the evening, when temperatures are cooler.  

• Between 10:00 and 15:00 one can lose up to 90% of evaporation.   

• Every time you boil an egg, save the cooled water for your houseplants.  They’ll benefit from the nutrients 

released from the shell. 

• Focus on indigenous and non-water-consumptive alien plants (but not invasive alien plants). 

• Group plants according to their water needs. 

• Water gardens less frequently, but water well.   

• Remove invasive alien plants on your property.  

• Roof water can also be profitably stored in tanks, for watering gardens.  

 

DID YOU KNOW?  

The estimated water used for certain basic activities in and around the home:  

• Washing hands with the tap running = 5 litres  

• Washing hands without the tap running = 1 litre  

• Brushing teeth with the tap running = 2 litres  

• Flushing the toilet = 13 litres  

• Having a short shower = 30 litres  

• Having a bath = 90 litres  

• Washing a car with a hosepipe = 50 litres   

• Watering the garden for 15 minutes = 50 litres  

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  Residents with automatic garden irrigation systems must take care when they leave their homes 

for a long time.  It sometimes happens that the Municipality receives complaints that the automatic valve of an 

irrigation system has got stuck in the open position while residents are away on leave.  This results in a huge amount 



of water being lost and the owner being confronted with a high water bill (and that after a holiday).  Please check 

your irrigation systems carefully before you leave and ask your neighbours to keep an eye in your absence. 


